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BULLETIN 1 December, 1920 


THE PRINCETON CONFERENCE OF THEOLOGICAL SEMI- 
NARIES OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


June 16-18, 1920 


The Conference met in the buildings of the Graduate College as 
the guests of Princeton University. A cordial welcome was spoken 
by President Hibben, of the University, and President Stevenson, 
cf the Theological Seminary. President Horr, of Newton Theo- 
logical Institution, and President Stuart, of Garrett Biblical 
Institute, responded in behalf of the Conference. 

There were present 56 delegates, representing 35 schools and 
twelve denominations as follows: Baptist, Congregational, Luth- 
eran, Methodist Episcopal, Methodist Episcopal South, Moravian, 
Presbyterian, Protestant Episcopal, Reformed Church in America, 
Reformed Church in the United States, Unitarian, Universalist. 

The Officers of the Conference were: President C. A. Barbour, 
of Rochester, Chairman; Principal D. J. Fraser, of the Presbyter- 
ian College of Montreal, Vice-Chairman; Professors G. W. Rich- 
ards and Henry Wilder Foote, Secretaries. 

The Continuation Committee appointed to arrange for the next 
conference, two years hence, is composed of the following: 

President W. D. Mackenzie, of Hartford Theological Founda- 
tion, Chairman ; : 

Professor William Adams Brown, Union Theological Seminary, 
Vice-Chairman ; 

Professor Henry Wilder Foote, Harvard Divinity School, Sec- 
retary ; 

Protessor G. W. Richards, Theological Seminary of the Re- 
formed Church in the United States, Lancaster, Pa., Treas- 
urer and Secretary of the Executive Committee and 

Dean George G. Bartlett, Philadelphia Divinity School, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Dean James A. Beebe, Boston University School of Theology, 
Boston, Mass. ; 

Dean Charles R. Brown, Yale School of Religion, New Haven, 
Conn. 

Professor John R. Buckman, Pacific School of Religion, Berk- 
eley, Cal. 

Dean Frank H. Cosgrave, Trinity College, Toronto, Canada. 

President Ozora S. Davis, Chicago Theological Seminary, Chi- 
cago, Il. 

President Milton G. Evans, Crozer Theological Seminary, Ches- 
ter, Pa. 
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Halt ghen E. W. Fosbroke, General Theological Seminary, 
New York. 

Principal Daniel J. Fraser, Presbyterian College of Montreal, 
Montreal, Canada. 

President George E. Horr, Newton Theological Institution, 
Newton, Mass. 

Dean Henry E. Jacobs, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Mt. 
Airy, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Professor Edward P. Johnson, New Brunswick Theological 
Seminary, New Brunswick, N. J. 

Professor Kirsopp Lake, Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, 
Mass. 

President James G. K. McClure, McCormick Theological Sem- 
inary, Chicago, IU. 

Dean Shailer Mathews, Divinity School of the University of 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dean Lee M. McCollester, Crane Theological School, Tufts Col- 
lege, Mass. 

Professor Edward C. Moore, Harvard Divinity School, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

President W. W. Moore, Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

Professor E. Y. Mullins, Southern Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary, Louisville, Ky. 

Professor Andrew Sledd, Emory University, Atlanta, Ga. 

President J. Ross Stevenson, Princeton Theological Seminary, 
Princeton, N. J. 

President George B. Stewart, Auburn Theological Seminary, 


Auburn, N. Y. 

President Charles M. Stuart, Garrett Biblical Institute, Evans- 
ton, Ill. 

Dean W. F. Tillett, Vanderbilt School of Religion, Nashville, 
Tenn. 

President E. S. Tipple, Drew Theological Seminary, Madison, 
N. J. 


Dean Herbert L. Willett, Disciples Divinity House, Chicago, TIl. 

In the absence of the Chairman of the Continuation Committee 
appointed by the Cambridge Conference two years ago, the report 
of the Committee was presented by President Richards, General 
Secretary, as follows: 

“Before its final adjournment, August 15, 1918, the Cambridge 
Theological Conference appointed a Continuation Committee of 
twenty-eight men, representing different Theological Seminaries 
in the United States and Canada. This Committee met on the day 
of its appointment before leaving Harvard University and elected 
President W. Douglas Mackenzie as Chairman. The specific work 


assigned to the Continuation Committee by the Conference was 
given in charge of an Executive Committee of eleven men, of which 
President Mackenzie was also Chairman. 


“This Committee met in New York City, September 20, 1918, and 
completed its organization by the election of Professor George W. 
Richards as General Secretary and Treasurer. Professor Henry 
Wilder Foote was requested to serve as Secretary of the Continu- 
ation Committee until his election was approved by said Com- 
mittee. The approval was duly given at a later meeting. The 
following Committees were also appointed: 

“1, A Committee on the Preparation and Revision of Literature 
on the Requirements of Students for the Ministry, President Horr, 
Chairman. This Committee cooperated with the Committee on 
Recruiting for the Ministry of the War-Time Commission of the 
Churches. Several pamphlets have been published and are ready 
for further distribution. One of these was by President Wilson 
on “The Task of the Ministry,’ and others by President Welsh, Dean 
Hodges and President Horr. 

“2. Another Committee was appointed on the proposal that the 
Government should include theological students under the pro- 
visions made for the Students’ Army Training Corps. Professor 
Lake was Chairman. In his report he defines the Committee’s 
purpose as two-fold: (1) The possibility of obtaining # more open 
recognition by the government for the work which was being done 
by theological schools; (2) To consider the possibility of a more 
effective training for Chaplains in the Army and Navy. 

“With the conclusion of the armistice the training of Chaplains 
ceased to be a pressing question. Instead, however, the Com- 
mittee suggested that the Chaplains and other workers from the 
front be invited to appear before theological schools and speak of 
their work inthe army. The approval of this scheme was obtained 
from the Third Assistant Secretary of War at Washington, who 
offered his aid in procuring returned Chaplains to lecture before 
theological schools. Many of the schools, either through the Com- 
mittee or by their own arrangements, put this plan into effect. 

“3. The matter of training theological students in the American 
army in France, both during the war and the time of demobiliza- 
tion, was referred to President Mackenzie, who was then about to 
visit France, England, and Scotland. The theological schools of 
England and Scotland generously opened their doors to American 
students of theology. The military authorities granted stu- 
dents for the ministry in the Army permission to pursue their stud- 
ies in these universities. President Stevenson, who was in France, 
was appointed to take charge of this work and under his direc- 
tions about a hundred American students enrolled for a longer or 


shorter period before and after the armistice in British theological 
schools. 

“4, At a meeting of the Continuation Committee, June 3, 1919, 
a sub-committee was appointed to procure data relating to theo- 
logical schools, courses of study, conditions of admission, etc., in 
England, Scotland, France, Switzerland and Holland, for the in- 
formation of students of the United States and Canada who desire 
to continue their studies in the countries named. Professor Lake 
will report for this Committee at this Conference. 

“5, Another Committee was appointed to gather information as 
to the present sources for recruiting the ministry, and as to the 
relative efficiency of the different kinds of theological training. 
This has special reference to Theological Seminaries and Bible 
Schools. President Ozora Davis will report for this Committee. 

“The Secretary was instructed to take a vote of the Continua 
tion Committee by letter whether or not another Theological Con- 
ference should be held. All the members, save two, voted favor- 
ably. The invitation extended by President Hibben, of Princeton 
University, through the Executive Committee of the Conference, to 
hold its next meeting in the Graduate School of the University, 
was accepted. The Committee led by President Mackenzie, who 
was assisted by Secretary Foote and others, began the prepara- 
tion for the Conference which has so auspiciously opened and is 
now in session.” 

The report was referred to the Committee on Business and Find- 
ings as follows: 

President George B. Stewart, Auburn Theological Seminary, 

Chairman. 

Professor Woodman Bardbury, Newton Theological Institution. 

Professor William Adams Brown, Union Theological Seminary. 

Professor J. W. Buckham, Pacific School of Religion. 

Professor H. W. Foote, Harvard Divinity School. 

Professor W. A. Gifford, Wesleyan Theological College, Mon- 

treal. 

Professor C. B. Hedrick, Berkeley Divinity School, Middletown, 

Conn. 

Professor Edward P. Johnson, New Brunswick Theological Sem- 

inary. 

Die Se Luther D. Reed, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Mt. 

iry. ' 

President George W. Richards, Theological Seminary of the Re- 

formed Church, Lancaster, Pa. 

President S. C. Southworth, Meadville Theological School. 

Dean Wilbur F. Tillett, Vanderbilt School of Religion. 


The Committee on Business and Findings submitted a report as 
follows: 


1. That the Secretary inform President Davis that it is the 
sense of this Conference that the Preliminary Report of the Sur- 
vey of Theological Seminaries of North America should be care- 
fully revised in the light of the suggestions made by members of 
the Conference before its final publication; that the members of 
the Conference are to feel free to send their criticisms of the Re- 
port to Dr. Davis in writing; that, if funds permit, the Continua- 
tion Committee be requested to publish the Report of President 
Davis on Theological Seminaries and Bible Schools. 

2. That the Conference appoint a Continuation Committee to 
serve in the same capacity as the Continuation Committee of the 
last Conference. 

3. That the Conference request the Continuation Committee to 
prepare plans for the permanent organization of an Association 
of Theological Seminaries of the United States and Canada, and 
to report at the next meeting. 


4. That the Conference consider the question of how frequently 
the Conference should meet, and the season in the year most con- 
venient for such meetings. 

5. That the Continuation Committee continue the preparation 
of a report on pre-seminary courses of study, 2nd submit the same 
to the next Conference. 

6. That the Committee on the Work of Theological Seminaries 
and Bible Schools be continued, to report at the next Conference. 

7. That the Committee appointed to procure information about 
opportunities for theological education in Europe and America for 
students who desire to continue their studies after graduation be 
continued and be prepared to furnish such information to the 
Seminaries for use of students. 

8. That the practicability be considered of Group Conferences 
of College Students under the direction of Seminaries geographic- 
ally adjacent to discuss the work of the ministry. 

9. That the Seminaries in the Conference be asked to pay an 
annual fee of ten dollars; notice of dues to be sent by the Treas- 
urer. 

10. That the attention of the Theological Seminaries be called 
by the Continuation Committee to the importance of giving place 
in the curriculum to the study of the Federated and Cooperative 
Movements now under way in this country. 

After due consideration of the several items of this Report, the 
following resolutions were passed : 

1. That the Secretary inform President Davis that the Confer- 
ence recommends that the Preliminary Report of Theological Sem- 
inaries of North America should be carefully revised before pub- 
lication. : 


2. To recommend to the Continuation Committee that this Con- 
ference meet biennially. 

3. To recommend that the Continuation Committee continue 
its work on pre-seminary courses for theological students. 

4, That the Committee on Bible Schools be continued. 

5. That the Committee on Study of Opportunities of Theolog- 
ical Education in Europe for American Students be continued. 

6. That the Continuation Committee consider a report on the 
practicability of holding Group Conferences for college students 
under the auspices of Theological Seminaries located in different 
sections of the country. 

7. That Theological Seminaries entering the Conference be re- 
quested to make a payment of ten dollars toward the expenses of 
the Conference. 

8. That the Continuation Committee call the attention of 
Seminaries to the desirability of studying the federated and co- 
operative movements in church life. 

9. That the appointment of a Continuation Committee be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Business and Findings. 

Papers were read upon the following topics: 

“The Function of the Ministry in the World of Today.” 

Daniel J. Fraser, Principal of the Presbyterian College, Mon- 
treal. 

Clarence A. Barbour, President of Rochester Theological 
Seminary. 

“The Aims of Theological Education.” 

Wilbur Fisk Tillett, Dean of the Vanderbilt University 
School of Religion. 

Professor George C. Foley, Philadelphia Divinity School. - 

James Hardy Ropes, Harvard Divinity School. 

Charles M. Jacobs, Dean of the Lutheran Theological Sem- 
inary, Mt. Airy, Pa. 

“The Value and Future of This Conference.” 

a Adams Brown, Union Theological Seminary, New 
ork. 

“The Christian Doctrine of God.” 

Theodore F. Herman, Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the United States, Lancaster, Pa. 

“The Theologian in the Modern World.” 

Francis Greenwood Peabody, Professor-Emeritus, Harvard 
Divinity School. 
A. E. Garvie, Principal of New College, London. 

The members of the Conference were greatly delighted both 
with the presence and the addresses of Principal Garvie, of Lon- 
don, and Professor Robert Mackintosh, of Manchester, England. 


All the papers read at the Conference awakened unusual interest 
and the time for discussion might have been prolonged with profit. 
The spirit which prevailed and the evident possibility of counsel 
and conference among the Theological Schools of the United States 
and Canada for the general improvement of their common work, 
resulted in a unanimous vote for a permanent organization, with 
a preference for biennial meetings of the Conference. 

The members left Princeton with deep appreciation of the gen- 
uine hospitality of their hosts, and with renewed interest in their 
work and in one another. 


Grorce W. RICHARDS, 
General Secretary, 
Lancaster, Pa. 
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BULLETIN 2 December, 1921 


THE CONFERENCE OF THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 
OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


The Next Biennial Meeting of the Conference at Toronto 


Principal Gandier, in a letter to President Mackenzie, has con- 
veyed “‘a very hearty invitation from the Presidents of the four 
theological colleges federated within the University of Toronto, 
namely: Victoria, Trinity, Wycliff and Knox’’, to the Conference 
to meet in Toronto in June, 1922. The Governors of the Uni- 
versity concur with the Presidents in this invitation and -place 
the buildings and the facilities of the University at the disposal of 
the Conference. Preparations for the Conference will be made 
by the Continuation Committee through the Executive Committee, 
and the Seminaries will be informed from time to time of the pre- 
cise date, the program, and other matters relating to the coming 
meeting in Toronto. Each Seminary in the Conference is entitled 
to send as many delegates as it may choose. 


Facts and Statements from the Minutes of the Meeting of the Con- 
tinuation Committee in New York, December 30, 1920 


President Richards, Secretary and Treasurer, presented a state- 
ment showing a balance of $246.56 in the treasury. 

Professor Lake, through Professor Foote, presented a report on 
“Opportunities Offered to American and Canadian Students in 
Theology in European Institutions.’”’ The report was approved 
and has been printed and is in circulation. Professor Lake was 
also requested to draft a similar report for the benefit of foreign 
students on ‘Opportunities for Theological Study in this Country.”’ 

The Committee on Sources of Supply for the Ministry and on 
Courses of Ministerial Training was asked to continue investiga- 
tions on the work of Bible Schools and Theological Seminaries 
and to report to the Executive Committee. 

It was voted that the Chairman, President Mackertzie, appoint 
a committee on Group Conferences of College Students, repre- 
senting different sections of the country, and to report at the next 
meeting of the Continuation Committee on the method of pro- 
moting such conferences. The Chairman was also requested to 
appoint three additional members to serve.on the Committee on 
Pre-Seminary Education and to request the Committee to report 
to the Executive Committee. 

A draft of a tentative constitution was submitted, and, after 


several modifications and additions, was adopted to be sub- 
mitted to the Seminaries for further consideration and for final 
action to the next regular Conference which will be held at Toronto. 


Proposed Constitution 


I. The name of this Association shall be ‘“‘The Conference of 
Theological Seminaries and Colleges in the United States and 
Canada.” 

II. The Conference at its organization shall consist of all those 
institutions which were represented at the Conference held in 
Cambridge in August, 1918, or that held at Princeton in June, 
1920, or which have contributed to the treasury of the Conference 
previous to the date of the adoption of this constitution. Other 
institutions may be elected to membership in the manner herein- 
after provided. Each constituent institution shall subscribe the 
sum of ten dollars per annum for the defrayal of the expenses of 
the Continuation and Executive Committees. Institutions which 
fail to pay their dues for two successive years shall be regarded as 
having withdrawn from the Conference. 

III. The object of: this Conference shall be to promote inter- 
course amongst the institutions which compose its membership; 
to confer concerning those interests which are common to all . 
these institutions; to advance the highest ideals of training for the 
Christian Ministry; to consider any problems which may arise from 
time to time as to the relation of»these institutions to the State 
and to other educational establishments; to provide a central 
source of information for students from North America who desire 
to carry on advanced theological studies in Europe; and on the 
other hand, to make known in Europe the opportunities for such 
study in America; and to deal with any other matter which from 
time to time the Conference may wish to take up 

IV. The Conference shall meet biennially at such date and 
place as may be arranged by its Continuation Committee. To 
this Conference the constituents shall be entitled to send as many 
delegates as they choose. Additional schools of training for the 
ministry may be invited or elected to membership in the Confer- 
ence at any biennial meeting, when they are recommended for 
membership by the Executive Committee. 

V. In voting for the admission of an institution into the Confer- 
ence, or for amending the Constitution, or on any question where 
a vote by roll call is demanded, each constituent institution shall 
have only one vote. 

VI. The officers of the Conference shall consist of a Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer (who may be the same 
person), and a Committee to be known as the Continuation Com- 
mittee which shall be elected by the Conference for a period of 


two years, and shall consist of not less than twenty members. 
From this Committee the Conference shall select not less than 
eight members, in addition to the officers, who shall act as the 
Executive Committee. The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer shall be, ex-officiis, members both of the Con- 
tinuation Committee and the Executive Committee. The Con- 
tinuation Committee shall hold at least one meeting each year, 
and the Executive Committee shall meet as often as its business 
may require. 

_ VII. This Constitution may be amended by a vote of the major- 
ity of the constituent institutions present at any conference. 
Notice of the proposed amendments must be given through the 
Executive Committee at the time when it issues the call for the 
Conference 


Lectures on Federated Movements in America 


The proposal of the Executive Officers of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ that Seminaries make room in their cur- 
ricula for a course of lectures on federated church movements in 
America was received with favor by the Continuation Committee 
and the Secretary was requested to call the attention of the Sem- 
inaries to this proposal. Secretary Macfarland of the Federal Coun- 
cil is prepared, both on account of his scholarship and his long 
experience in federated work, to deliver lectures on this subject 
and will be at the service of the Seminaries. 


Lectures by Professor Karl Beth—University of Vienna 


Professor Beth was in this country in the early part of the year 
1921 in the interest of the suffering ‘‘intellectuals’’ of Austria— 
teachers, pastors, physicians, lawyers, and other professional 
workers. His purpose was to deliver lectures before institutions 
during the autumn months. He was notified, however, of his 
election to the Deanship of the University of Vienna and returned 
immediately to assume the duties of his office. He now proposes 
to return to the United States in 1922 and lecture upon invitation 
from the end of September to the beginning of December. He 
will deliver one or more lectures, as desired, on the following 
topics: (1) Science of Religion in Germany and Austria dur- 
ing the last ten years—Comparative Religion and Philosophy 
of Religion particularly; (2) Psychotherapy and Religion or Mind 
Cure in Germany and Austria as compared with the American 
type; (Johannes Mueller in Germany, Sigmund Freud in Austria 
and others); (3) Christianity and Socialism in Austria during the 
last three years; (4) The Influence of American Theology and 
Philosophy in Germany and Austria; (5) Protestantism in Austria; 
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(6) Politics and Religion in Austria; and Special: (7) The Idea of 
God, Its Origin, Development and Various Aspects, (4-6 hours. 
each). The Seminaries wishing to engage the services of Professor 
Beth are to communicate in reference to time and topics, with 
President George W. Richards, Theological Seminary of the Re- 
formed Church, Lancaster, Pa. 


The Purpose of the Conference 


The purpose of this association is to promote cooperation among - 
theological schools, not by executive action but by conference and 
council, ‘on all matters of common interest and mutual benefit. 
The Conference met for the first time at the invitation of President 
Lowell as the guests of Harvard University in August, 1918. The 
second meeting was held in June, 1920, in the University of Prince- 
ton at the invitation of President Hibben. Through the Contin- 
uation Committee and at the sessions of the Conference the follow- 
ing matters have been considered and brought to the attention 
of the theological schools: 1. The adjustment of the theological 
curriculum to the requirements of our times, having in view not 
only the preparation of an efficient ministry but also the training 
of religious workers generally; 2. The preparation of a pre-semin- 
ary course of study to be given by universities and colleges to 
candidates for the ministry, similar to the courses that are offered 
to students intending to enter other professional schools; 3. The 
recruiting of men for the ministry by the publication of appro- 
priate tracts for general circulation, the promotion of group con- 
ferences of college students unper the direction of seminaries, 
geographically adjacent, and by other means that may from time 
to time be deemed practicable. At the same time stress is’ to be 
put upon the necessity of maintaining the highest possible standard 
of qualifications for the ministry of today; 4. An investigation of 
the various types of theological training in this country and in 
Canada with a view to finding their relative values; 5. To provide 
guidance, through annual circulars containing necessary informa- 
tion, both for American students who desire to continue their 
theological studies in Europe and for European students who 
desire to study in America. This includes, also, the encourage- 
ment of interchanging theological professors between Europe and 
America; 6. To discuss, at the biennial conferences, the religious 
and theological questions which claim the attention of the Church; 
7. To cooperate, so far as the scope of the Conference permits, 
with other agencies of Christian education for the advancement 
of the Kingdom of God; 8. To cultivate fellowship and the 
sense of a common purpose among theological teachers of different 
churches, which will doubtless have profound influence upon the 
closer relations of the churches themselves. 
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